
                                          November 2021 Pastoral Thought 
 
    As we begin this month of November, we are still in the shadow of the corona virus 
pandemic.  The D variant rages on and mandatory vaccinations are being pushed.  It 
has been a challenging time as our daily lives and practice of our faith have been 
impacted.  Face masks, social distancing, and restrictions on how many people may 
attend an indoor Mass are becoming the new normal.  Hopefully these obstacles make 
us appreciate Our Lord’s presence in the Eucharist.  This month we focus on three 
particular dates.  The first is November 1st which is All Saints Day.  Many times in 
asking the altar servers “would you like to be a saint?” I would get the answer “No.”  I 
would then ask them “Why not?”  I would get the answer “it’s not fun” or “they don’t look 
happy.”  We’ve all seen the classic saints holy cards and pictures.  Many with a holy 
look with a glowing aura or halo.  In reading the lives of the saints, especially the 
martyrs, they sacrificed and suffered much.  However if I ask do you want to go to 
heaven, the answer is 100% yes.  A saint is anyone who has made it into heaven, the 
Kingdom of God.  There are more saints than those named in the 365 days of the  
liturgical calendar.  On All Saints Day we remember all who made it into heaven and  
we hope someday to be remembered on that day as well. 
     The second day we celebrate is that of Veterans Day.  For all those who have given 
their lives in service of their country, who have served in the military, and the veterans 
who continue to serve today, we remember and honor you.  There is a saying “Freedom 
isn’t free” and it is only by the sacrifices of those who have gone before us and those 
who continue to serve that we have the freedoms that distinguish us from many different 
countries.  There are many places in the world where the freedoms we enjoy everyday 
do not exist.  Let us not take our veterans and freedoms for granted.  We thank God for 
them. 
     This takes us to the third special day, which is Thanksgiving.  In the past we’ve 
enjoyed parades, special Thanksgiving meals, and a day of endless football.  This year 
these are still impacted by the corona virus.  As busy as this day might be, let us not 
forget to spend a special moment in prayer thanking God for our faith, freedoms, 
families and friends.  We’ve seen places where terrorism, domestic violence, and fires 
have impacted the lives of thousands of people and families.  On Thanksgiving we pray 
for them and also offer prayers of thanksgiving for the daily blessings that God gives us 
and that we can so easily take for granted.  Hopefully we are prayerful and thankful for 
everything in this month of November. 
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